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Animal Health Law  - Status

• Publication – entering into force: 31 March 2016

• Transposition period: 5 years
• Supplementary rules to be drafted and adopted: 36 months

• Delegated acts 
• Implementing acts

• Member States preparing period: 24 Months

• AHL will apply from : 1 April 2021



Delegated acts

• One Delegated act for the listing of diseases (both aquatic and terrestrial diseases)

• One delegated act for diagnostic methods (both aquatic and terrestrial diseases)

• One delegated act for all other issued – aquatic animals:
– Requirements for registration and approval
– Requirements for disease notification and control
– Requirements for eradication programmes and disease free status
– Requirements for intra Union movements incl. health certification
– Requirements for entry into the Union of aquatic animals



Implementing acts

• One implementing act for surveillance, eradication and disease control
– Detailed requirements for surveillance- and eradication programmes and applications for 

disease free status
– Practical implementation of contingency plans

• One implementing act for Intra Union movement and entry 
– Derogations from obligations to approve or register establishments
– Animal health certificates – models
– List of third countries

• One implementing act for approval of national measures
– List of diseases subject to national measures
– Approval of eradication programmes and disease free areas



New AHL: From 2 to 5 categories of disease
listing

• Category a): Diseases not normally occurring in 
the Union 

• Category b): Diseases which must be controlled 
in al MS

• Category c): Diseases subject to voluntary 
control in the MS

• Category d): Diseases for which movement 
restriction measures may apply.

• Category e): Diseases which shall be subject to 
surveillance

• Exotic diseases

• Non-exotic
diseases



Assessment of the listing of all existing
listed diseases + candidate diseases

• In order to provide the necessary background for evaluation 
of diseases the EURL Fish was asked to provide updated 
information based on scientific studies.



Assessment of VHS and IHN

Assessment of VHS, IHN, EHN, SAV, and VNN  
done

EFSA will be approached with regard to KHV



Listing of susceptible species

Proposal for fish species to be listed as susceptible to infection 
with listed diseases:  EHN



Listing of susceptible species
Proposal for fish species to be listed as susceptible to infection 
with listed diseases:  VHS



VHS susceptible species
Proposed News:

• Atlantic salmon added to the list of susceptible species- this 
species was taken off the list in 2006. 

• Marble trout added. 
• Wrasse sp. and lumpfish sp. used as cleaner fish in the salmon 

industry are now added to the list of susceptible species 
• The following hybrids are added to the list of susceptible: O. 

mykiss x O. kisutch, O. mykiss x S. fontinalis triploid, O. mykiss x 
S. alpinus triploid 

• The Arctic char and the brook trout is proposed inserted as 
vector species 

• For VHS: Proposal to group species in genera and families 
(salmonids for VHS)



Proposal for fish species to be listed as susceptible 
to infection IHN

Also for IHNV many additions 
are proposed of most interest is 
that:
• the Marble trout,  the Arctic 

char and the Brook trout is 
proposed inserted as 
susceptible species 

• The cod is moved from vector 
to susceptible species

• The white sturgeon proposed 
included as susceptible



Proposal for fish species to be listed as 
susceptible to infection ISA

• Since the last list was produced ISAV HPR0 is no longer listed-
therefore it is suggested to transfer Rainbow trout to the list of 
vector species and not the susceptible species



Proposal for fish species to be listed as 
susceptible to infection with KHV

• It is proposed to include hybrids of Cyprinus carpio as 
susceptible whereas it is proposed to include grass carp and 
gold fish as vector species

This is a proposal for a preliminary list. The final list 
await the outcome of the OIE working group on 
assessment of the susceptible species of the 10 OIE 
listed fish diseases- to be finally adopted at the OIE 
General Assembly in 2019



The OIE working group

• An ad hoc Group on susceptibility of fish species to infection 
with OIE listed diseases will undertake assessments for the 10 
OIE listed fish diseases.

• Develop a list of susceptible species for inclusion in the fish 
disease-specific chapters in the Aquatic Code.

• Develop a list of species with incomplete evidence for 
susceptibility for inclusion in Aquatic Manual

Members: Mark.Crane- Australa; Kei Yuasa Japan; 
Lori.L.Gustafson US; Sofie st Hilaire - Canada; Niels Jørgen Olesen 
Denmark



Background

• A new Chapter 1.5. ‘Criteria for listing species as susceptible to 
infection with a specific pathogen’ was introduced into the 
2014 edition of the Aquatic Code.

• The purpose of this chapter is to provide criteria for 
determining which host species are listed as susceptible of 
each disease specific chapter in the Aquatic Code. 

• The criteria are to be applied progressively to each disease 
specific chapter in the Aquatic Code.



Chapter 1.5.
Criteria for listing species as susceptible to infection 

with a specific pathogen

• The purpose to provide criteria for determining which species are listed as 
susceptible of each disease-specific chapter in the Aquatic Code.

• Scope 
• Susceptibility may include clinical or non-clinical infection but does not 

include species that may carry the pathogenic agent without replication.
• The decision to list a species as susceptible should be based on a finding 

that the evidence is definite. However, possible susceptibility of a species 
is also important information and this should also be included in 
«Susceptible host species» of the relevant disease-specific chapter of the 
Aquatic Manual.

•

•

http://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_maladie
http://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_code_aquatique
http://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_infection
http://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_agent_pathogene
http://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_maladie
http://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_manuel_aquatique


A 3-stage approach

1. criteria to determine whether the route of transmission is 
consistent with natural pathways for the infection

2. criteria to determine whether the pathogenic agent has 
been adequately identified 

3. criteria to determine whether the evidence indicates that 
presence of the pathogenic agent constitutes an infection.

http://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_infection
http://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_agent_pathogene
http://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_agent_pathogene
http://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_infection


Stage 1: criteria to determine whether the route of 
transmission is consistent with natural pathways for 

the infection
• The evidence should be classified as transmission through:
1. natural occurrence; includes situations where infection has 

occurred without experimental intervention e.g. infection in 
wild or farmed populations; or

2. non-invasive experimental procedures; includes 
cohabitation with infected hosts, infection by immersion or 
ingestion.

http://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_infection
http://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_infection
http://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_infection


Stage 2: criteria to determine whether the 
pathogenic agent has been adequately identified 

• The pathogenic agent should be identified and confirmed in 
accordance with the methods described in the Aquatic 
Manual, or other methods that have been demonstrated to be 
equivalent.

http://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_agent_pathogene
http://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_manuel_aquatique


Stage 3: criteria to determine whether the evidence 
indicates that presence of the pathogenic agent 

constitutes an infection 
• A) the pathogenic agent is multiplying in the host, or 

developing stages of the pathogenic agent are present in or on 
the host;

• B) viable pathogenic agent is isolated from the proposed 
susceptible species, or infectivity is demonstrated by way of 
transmission to naive individuals; 

• C) clinical or pathological changes are associated with the 
infection; 

• D) the specific location of the pathogen corresponds with the 
expected target tissues.

http://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_agent_pathogene
http://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_agent_pathogene
http://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_agent_pathogene
http://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_espece_sensible
http://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_infection


Outcomes of the assessment 

The decision to list a species as susceptible (Aquatic Code): 
Transmission has been obtained naturally or by experimental 

procedures that mimic natural pathways for the infection
AND
the identity of the pathogenic agent has been confirmed
AND
there is evidence of infection with the pathogenic agent in the 

suspect host species.

To be included in the Aquatic Code

http://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_infection
http://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_agent_pathogene
http://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_infection
http://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_agent_pathogene


Species for which there is incomplete 
evidence for susceptibility (Aquatic Manual)

• The decision to list a species as should be based on a finding 
that the evidence is definite.

• However, where there is insufficient evidence to demonstrate 
susceptibility through the approach information will be 
included in the relevant disease-specific chapter in the Aquatic 
Manual.

• If there is insufficient evidence to demonstrate susceptibility of 
a species, the Competent Authority should assess the risk of 
spread of the pathogen under consideration prior to the 
implementation of import health measures.

http://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_maladie
http://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_manuel_aquatique
http://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_autorite_competente


For each disease list with fish species assessed for 
susceptibility created giving them status as 1 (Code) 

2 (Manual) 3 Not aplicable (Neither Code nor 
Manual) 4 Non-susceptible (Manual)



The OIE listed fish diseases assessed at present

EHN 
• EUS
Gyrodactylus.sal
• ISA 
SAV
IHN
KHV
RSBIV
SVC
• VHS



EFSA report on suscetible species



In conclusion:

• A number of changes  are proposed concerning listing of 
fish species susceptible to the EU listed  fish diseases

• The assessments shall be made based on scientific studies 
and peer reviewed papers

• The EURL alone cannot comply with all diseases and will 
call for an expert group meeting at DTU or in Brussels in 
order to provide sufficient scientific strength of the 
proposals to the Commission

• Proposal for Members of this group/ volunteers? (big but 
interesting work)



Thank you for your attention
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