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Function and duties of NRLs in EU
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Functions and duties of laboratories 

were given in Annex VI of COUNCIL 

DIRECTIVE 2006/88/EC

with Part II describing the F&D for NRLs 

(part III for Designated laboratories in 

Member States

These are now replaced with the Official control Regulation 

(EU) 2017/625 of the European parliament and of the council on 

official controls and other official activities
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OCR Regulation (EU) 2017/625 

• Article 100 describe how to designate national reference 

laboratories

• MS shall designate one or more NRL for each EURL.

• MS may designate a laboratory situated in another MS or in a 

third country 

• A single laboratory may be designated as a NRL for more than 

one MS. (Case for Italy, Belgium, Ireland, Netherland etc.)

• An updated list of NRLs and contact persons is given on the EURL 

Website
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OCR Regulation (EU) 2017/625 Art.100

National reference laboratories shall:

• (a) Be impartial, free from any conflict of 

interests, 

• (b) have suitably qualified staff with 

adequate training 

• (c) possess, the infrastructure, equipment 

and products needed

• (d) ensure that staff have good knowledge 

of international standards and practices
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OCR Regulation (EU) 

2017/625 Art.101

Responsibilities and tasks of NRLs:

Very much the same as in 2006/88 

annex VI

Collaborate with EURL, training course 

and PT participation

Assistance to CA and Multi-annual 

national control plans (MANCP)

Validate reagents, coordinate official 

laboratories with PT training etc.
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New enforcement: 

Quality assurance of Official laboratories

• NRL operates in accordance with the standard EN ISO/IEC 17025 and is 

accredited in accordance with that standard by a national accreditation 

body.

• Demand for accreditation of diagnostic method for at least VHS, IHN, 

HPR-del ISA, WSSV

• No real possibility for derogation.

• Is it realistic to achieve this??

• How can we help each other in fulfilling the requirements? Sharing

SOP´s? Provide guidelines for minimum validations at laboratory level. 

Distribution of patogen panels for validations.

• The PTs are important for maintenance of QA
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Thank you for your attention 
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